
energyillinois.org 
a n d  SIU ECO

A Br ie f In t ro d u c t io n  



Background and current climate in CO
❖ Le t ’s  be  h on e st  - th e  world ’s  n ot  doin g gre a t  r igh t  n ow.

➢ COVID-19, Econ om ic Trou b le s , Un ce rta in  Fu tu re

➢ Th e  Sou th e rn  Illin o is  re gion  m a y be  pa rt icu la r ly a ffe cte d  by th is  down tu rn

❖ Bu sin e sse s  a re  s t ru gglin g.  Wh a t  ca n  we  do  to  h e lp  th e m  ou t?
➢ More  th a n  80% of sm a ll bu sin e ss  own e rs  a re  con ce rn e d  a bou t  th e  im pa ct  of COVID-19 on  th e ir  

bu sin e ss

❖ Stu de n ts  a re  s t ru gglin g r igh t  n ow, too
➢ Ma n y s tu de n ts  fe e l pu rpose le ss  a n d  d ire ct ion le ss  in  th e  n e w clim a te

➢ Wh a t  ca n  we  do  to  h e lp  th e m  m a ke  u p  for  los t  t im e ?

➢ “Pa ss  on  wh a t  you  h a ve  le a rn e d” - Yoda



Business Needs 
❖ Th e re  a re  a  lo t  of re sou rce s a va ila b le  to  la rge r  bu sin e sse s  a n d  in du st r ia l fa cilit ie s  wh o 

h a ve  th e  a sse t s  a n d  t im e  to  de vote  to  e n e rgy a u d it  a n d  e fficie n cy p ro je ct s , h owe ve r:
➢ DS2 a n d  som e  DS3 bu sin e sse s , a s  we ll a s  la rge r  re s ide n t ia l bu ild in gs, h a ve  s im ila r  n e e ds bu t  e ith e r :

■ Are  n ot  a wa re  of th e  a lt e rn a t ive  op t ion s a va ila b le  to  th e m .

■ Are  n ot  fu lly u t ilizin g th e se  re sou rce s

❖ How ca n  we  m a ke  th e se  e du ca t ion a l a n d  p ra ct ica l re sou rce s a va ila b le  to  th e m ? 
➢ We  ca n  com pile  va r iou s e n e rgy fu n d  a n d  in ce n t ive  a pp lica t ion s a n d  u se  cu stom e r  da ta  to  fill ou t  form s a n d  

se n d  in ce n t ive  re qu e st s . 

➢ DCEO Progra m s, Am e re n  Progra m s, Com Ed p rogra m s, AIEC in ce n t ive s , IMEA in ce n t ive s , a n d  m ore

➢ We  ca n  e ve n  u se  th is  de m ogra ph ic a n d  u sa ge  da ta  to  su gge st  ch a n ge s ou ts ide  th e  scope  of in ce n t ive  

p rogra m s.



Energyillinois.org - an energy resource repository
❖ Th e  we bsite  will h a ve  three groups of u se rs , e a ch  of wh ich  will re ce ive  th e ir  own  

su m m a ry in  th is  p re se n ta t ion .

❖ You  ca n  login  a s  a n  “Energy Client” a n d  ge t  in form a t ion /a sk qu e st ion s. 

❖ You  ca n  re gis te r  a s  a  “Student Advisor” a n d  be  p la ce d  in  on e  of a  fe w te a m s 

ba se d  on  you r in te re st s  a n d  loca t ion .

❖ You  ca n  re gis te r  a s  a n  “Energy Expert” (APEC m e m be r, p rofe ssor, e tc) a n d  be  

e ith e r  p la ce d  a s  a  t e a m  le a d  or  a n  a d ja ce n t  posit ion .

❖ Som e  clie n t s  will be  randomly selected for  de ta ile d  e n e rgy a u d it s  pe rform e d  by 

s tu de n t  con su lta n t /e n e rgy e xpe rt  teams .



We are energy professionals and students who 
want  to help you save money on  energy.

En e rgyIllin o is .o rg

LOG IN

First Time Here?

Main login/landing

Popular forum posts today:

See what our clients have said!

Take Our Free Questionnaire

Schedule a Free Consultation

Energy
Illinois Forum Services AboutHome Forms

“Gre a t  Re sou rce !”

Shelly H. - Marion, IL

“Frie n d ly 
Stu d e n ts!”

Bobby G. - Marion, IL

“I sa ved  $50 /  Mon th  
for  m y bu sin e ss!”

Jeff D. - Pinckneyville, IL



Energy Client Options
❖ En e rgy Clie n t s  ca n :

➢ Fill ou t  forms a n d  questionnaires to  ge t  m ore  in fo  on  wh a t  th e y ca n  do to  be  e fficie n t

➢ Provide  data for  th e  e xpe rt s  a n d  s tu de n t  con su lta n t s  to  h e lp  th e m  bu ild  a n  e n e rgy 

p la n

➢ Re ce ive  energy reports ba se d  on  form  da ta  a n d  in te rvie w con su lta n t s

■ Au to-ge n e ra te d  Summary Reports wh ich  e st im a te  h ow e a ch  a pp lia n ce  

con t ribu te s  to  th e ir  ove ra ll e n e rgy u se

■ De ta ile d  Full Reports wh ich  give s in fo  on  wh a t  rou te s  th e y ca n  t a ke  to  m it iga te  

e n e rgy u se . (Th is  is  a  se rvice  ba se d  on  n e e d / ra n dom  se le ct ion ).

➢ Post  qu e st ion s a n d  re ce ive  t im e ly a n swe rs with in  th e  forum



“Energy Client” home page

En e rgy
Illin o is Forum Services AboutHome Forms

Welcome, Jean Luc! You have 4 notifications. Energy Report Summary

Ask a Question on the Forum

Your Full Energy 
Report is Available!

Click Here to View!

You Have a New 
Information Request!

Click Here to View!

Chat with an Energy Consultant:

Hello! I am installing a Nest thermostat 
I received from the Ameren incentive 
program and I have a question about 
the C wire attachment.

Sure thing! What can I help you with?

William Riker



“Energy Client” forum page

En e rgy
Illin o is Forum Services AboutHome Forms

Sola r  Pa n e lsTOPICS

Sola r  Pa n e ls

HVAC Syste m s

In su la t ion

Ligh t in g

Applia n ce s

Progra m  Qu e st ion s

FAQ

Welcome, Jean Luc! You have 3 forum threads with new replies.



Student Consultant Options
❖ Wh e n  a  s tu de n t  s ign s u p  to  be  a  con su lt a n t , th e y will be  re qu ire d  to  t a ke  a  

b rie f cou rse  wh ich  will:
➢ Provide  th e m  with  th e  ba sic in form a t ion  th e y n e e d  a bou t  th e  p rogra m .
➢ Assis t  th e m  in  n a viga t in g th e  s ite  a n d  ope ra t in g a s  a  te a m .
➢ Give  th e m  th e  re qu is ite  kn owle dge  to  fu lfill s im p le  clie n t  re qu e sts .
➢ En d  with  a  qu iz with  a  score  th re sh old , th e  pa ss in g of wh ich  will p la ce  th e m  on  a  lis t  o f 

po te n t ia l ca n d ida te s  to  be  re vie we d  by p rogra m  a dm in is t ra tors

❖ Stu de n t s  will be  t a ske d  with  th e  fo llowin g:
➢ Workin g on  grou p  p ro je ct s  with  e n e rgy e xpe r t s  to  bu ild  th e ir  own  skills
➢ An swe rin g clie n t  qu e st ion s/a id in g d iscu ssion s  in  th e  Foru m
➢ If willin g, live  ch a t  with  clie n ts  to  h e lp  th e m  fin d  in form a t ion
➢ Assis t  in  da ta  co lle ct ion  a n d  p roce ssin g 

❖ For th e  t im e  be in g, th e se  will la rge ly be  SIUC e n gin e e rin g stu de n t s



“Student Consultant” home page

Welcome, Jean Luc! You have 4 notifications.

En e rgy
Illin o is Forum Your Projects AboutHome Client Forms

Cu rre n t  Pro je ct  Su m m a ry

Chat with Clients:

Na m e :
Solar in Jackson County
Proje ct  Le a d :
Geordi LaForge

Hello! I am installing a Nest thermostat 
I received from the Ameren incentive 
program and I have a question about 
the C wire attachment.

Sure thing! What can I help you with?

William Riker

There Are New Client 
Forum Posts!

Click Here to View!

“Solar in Jackson County” 
Project has new tasks!

Click Here to View!

Cu rre n t  Ta sks:
- Assess Solar Availability

in Local Markets
- Vet Client Data for

Missing Information
- Build Cost Model Based 

On Client Data

Client List

View Data



Energy Expert Options
❖ En e rgy Expe rt s  will h a ve  a dm in is t ra t ive  a cce ss  to  th e  s it e . Th e y ca n :

➢ Con st ru ct  cu stom  p ro je ct s  a n d  bu ild  s tu de n t  “te a m s” to  pe rform  ta sks
➢ Ha ve  fu ll a cce ss  to  th e  foru m  (de le te  a n d  e d it  post s , e tc)
➢ Use  s im ple  form  bu ilde r  fe a tu re  to  con st ru ct  cu stom  qu e st ion n a ire s  for  clie n t s  to  fill ou t
➢ Acce ss  a n y a n d  a ll clie n t  da ta  via  in -s ite  d isp la y or  CSV or o th e r  form a t  e xport s .
➢ Give  pe rm ission s a n d  p rivile ge s  to  s tu de n t  vo lu n te e rs  (ch a t , foru m  post in g, e tc)

❖ En e rgy Expe rt s  will a lso  a id  in  de ve lop in g th e  Stu de n t  Cu rricu lu m
➢ Th e ir  spe cific e xpe rie n ce  a n d  in du st ry kn owle dge  is  e sse n t ia l to  th e  wide r  a pp lica b ility of th e  

kn owle dge  s tu de n ts  ga in  in  th e  p rogra m . 
➢ Proje ct s  sh ou ld  re fle ct  e xpe rt s’ spe cific in te re st s  a n d  a re a s  of e xpe rt ise . Expe rt s  ca n  bu ild  grou ps 

with  s tu de n ts  wh o h a ve  ge n e ra lly s im ila r  in te re st s  (e .g. h e a t in g/coolin g, re s ide n t ia l vs  bu sin e ss , e tc) 

❖ En e rgy Expe rt s  will h a ve  a cce ss  to  th e  clie n t  da ta  th e y colle ct .
➢ Th is  da ta  will h e lp  th e m  to  bu ild  p ro je ct s  a n d  a sse ss  th e  d iffe re n t  n e e ds of th e  com m u n ity
➢ It  m a y a lso  h e lp  th e m  in  th e ir  own  e n e rgy a u d it  work



En e rgy
Illin o is

“Energy Expert” home page

Forum Services AboutHome Forms

Welcome, Geordi! You have 3 notifications

Build a Custom Client Form

Cu rre n t  Pro je ct  Su m m a ry

Na m e :
Solar in Jackson County
Proje ct  Le a d :
Geordi LaForge

Cu rre n t  Ta sks:
- Assess Solar Availability

in Local Markets
- Vet Client Data for

Missing Information
- Build Cost Model Based 

On Client Data

Client List

View Data

Chat with Clients:

Hello! I am installing a Nest thermostat 
I received from the Ameren incentive 
program and I have a question about 
the C wire attachment.

Sure thing! What can I help you with?

William Riker

Answer Questions on Forum

Create New Custom Project

Edit Existing Custom Project



We are looking for Energy Expert Vol
❖ Pra ct ica l Kn owle dge  is  th e  Ke y to  th is  Progra m !

➢ We  ca n  on ly go  so  fa r  with  ou r  skills ; we  will n e e d  you r  h e lp  a dvis in g u s  a s  p rogra m  de ve lope rs  a n d  

in st ru ct in g fu tu re  s tu de n ts

➢ Skill a n d  e xpe r ie n ce  ca n  be  a pp lie d  to  h e lp  b r in g u p  a  n e w ge n e ra t ion  of e n e rgy e fficie n cy a dvoca te s  

➢ Wh e re  a llowe d , s tu de n ts  will be n e fit  im m e n se ly from  e ve n  workp la ce  obse rva t ion

❖ We ’ll be  lookin g for  volu n te e rs  to  a ssis t  u s  in  le a d in g lon ge r-te rm  p roje ct s  a n d  a u d it s . 
➢ Stu de n ts  will be  p la ce d  in  la rge r  coh ort s  ba se d  on  loca t ion , skill, a n d  in te re st s  for  on e  or  m ore  h a n ds-on  

p ro je ct s  pe r  se m e ste r

➢ We ’ll n e e d  h igh ly kn owle dge a b le  in st ru ctors  to  h e lp  gu ide  th e m  th rou gh  th e se  le a rn in g e xpe r ie n ce s  a n d  u se  

th e  da ta  a t  h a n d  to  h e lp  pu t  toge th e r  cu stom  p roje ct s  th a t  will de ve lop  s tu de n t  skills  a n d  p iqu e  th e ir  

in te re st s .

➢ Th a t  be in g sa id , th e  form  bu ilde r  a n d  com m on  in te re st / skill fe a tu re s  wh ich  will be  im ple m e n te d  will m a ke  

th e se  de cis ion s a n d  de sign s e a sie r  by s t re a m lin in g th e  da ta  co lle ct ion  a n d  clie n t / s tu de n t  se le ct ion  p roce sse s .



Resources Available to Us
❖ Th is  e ffor t  is  so  fa r  e n t ire ly se lf-fu n de d

➢ I a m  h ost in g th e  we b  se rve r  m yse lf a t  p re se n t  a n d  de ve lop in g th e  we bsite  by h a n d .

➢ I a m  bu ild in g th is  p ro je ct  in  su ch  a  wa y th a t  it  in it ia lly re qu ire s  a s  fe w re sou rce s  a s  possib le  

to  ge t  s ta r te d , o th e r  th a n  s tu de n ts  a n d  e xpe r t ise .

❖ SIUC will a lso  be  p rovid in g re sou rce s , th e  spe cifics  of wh ich  a re  cu rre n t ly in  th e  works .

➢ We  will like ly be  workin g with  ACERC, the Advanced Coal and Energy Research Center .

➢ Also  we  will be  a ss is te d  by th e  SIU Sustainability Office

❖ In  th e  fu tu re  (p roba b ly post -COVID), we  will be  lookin g for  m ore  e du ca t ion a l gra n ts  a n d  o th e r  

fu n d in g sou rce s  for  th e  s tu de n ts  of th e  p rogra m . 

❖ Som e  p ro je ct s  m a y n e e d  fu n d in g of som e  kin d . We  wou ld  like  to  pu t  m on e y toge th e r  for  possib le  

En e rgy Expe r t  p ro je ct s  a s  we ll.



Thank You So Much for Attending!
❖ Ple a se  le t  m e  kn ow if you  h a ve  a n y qu e st ion s!

➢ I wou ld  a pp re cia te  a n d  va lu e  a n y fe e dba ck or th ou gh ts  on  th is  p roje ct !

❖ Ne xt  s t e ps: Re cru it  a  fe w En e rgy Expe rt s , Bu ild  we bsit e  fron t /ba ck e n d ; 
twe a k/de ve lop  cu rr icu lu m  for  s tu de n t s .
➢ First  d ra ft  of we bsit e  cou ld  be  re a dy by th e  e n d  of th e  ye a r, de pe n d in g on  in te re st  in  

th e  p roje ct .
➢ We  will a lso  be  bu ild in g som e  in it ia l form s a n d  qu e st ion n a ire s  ba se d  on  th e  

in form a t ion  re qu ire d  to  a pp ly for  va riou s in ce n t ive  p rogra m s. 
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