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Providing effective energy strategies for buildings and communities



• Who is SEDAC? What is our program’s mission?

• SEDAC’s core programs

• Energy Code Training

• Public Water Infrastructure Assessments

• Climate Action Planning

• SEDAC Partnerships

• DCEO Clean Energy Workforce Development

• IL Green Business Program

• EPA Thriving Communities Tech. Asst. Center

• Cook County Sun & Save

• Ameren Small Projects

Agenda



• We are an applied research program at University of Illinois.

• We help building owners and communities improve energy 
efficiency, save money, and become more sustainable.

Our goal: Reduce the energy footprint of Illinois and beyond. 

Who we are



• We help facilities become more energy 
efficient.

• We educate.

• We research.

• We advocate for a greener future.

What We Do

We are an applied research 

program at the University of Illinois.

We assist buildings and 

communities in achieving energy 

efficiency, saving money, and 

becoming more sustainable.



SEDAC Core 
Programs



• Training

• Technical Assistance

• Advocacy

Energy Codes 
Program



Illinois Energy Conservation Code

Updated Illinois Energy Conservation 

Code (2021 IECC with IL 

Amendments) is expected to be 

effective soon.



Energy Code Webinar Schedule

08.22.23 – ARCHIVED – Energy Code Basics

09.26.23 – ARCHIVED - Existing Residential Buildings

11.14.23 – UPCOMING! - Residential Stretch Code

12.12.23 – Q&A Review – How We Answer Energy Code Questions

02.20.24 – Commercial Stretch Code

04.09.24 – Simplified Code Compliance

05.21.24 – Existing Commercial Buildings

06.11.24 – Q&A Review – How We Answer Energy Code Questions

Registration: https://smartenergy.illinois.edu/events

SEDAC Energy Code Training Series



12.12.23 – Q&A Webinar

2021 IECC: Submitted Questions and Answers

- Slides ARCHIVED

03.19.24 – Workshop 2

Energy Code Basics, Simplifying Code Compliance & Q&A Review 

– Location: TBD

Registration: https://smartenergy.illinois.edu/events

SEDAC Energy Code In-person Workshops



Access to 2021 IECC & IL Amendments

IL Amendments DRAFT: 

CDB May 2023 Board Book 

pp 026-069

https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/IECC2021P2

https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/IECC2021P2


Access to Chicago Energy Transformation Code

https://codes.iccsafe.org/codes/illinois/Chicago

https://codes.iccsafe.org/codes/illinois/chicago


SEDAC is a Preferred Education Provider with the International Code 

Council (ICC). Credits earned on completion of this program will be reported 

to ICC for ICC members. Certificates of Completion will be issued to all 

participants.

This workshop is approved for 1 LU/HSW CES credits from the American 

Institute of Architects (AIA). Credits earned on completion will be reported for 

AIA members.

We Provide CEUs!



• Technical support 

• energycode@sedac.org

• 800.214.7954

• Online resources at 

smartenergy.illinois.edu/energy-code

• Workshops

• Webinars

• Online on-demand training modules

Energy Code Assistance



• Training

• Technical Assistance

• Sustainability ResearchPublic Water 
Infrastructure



• Funds energy assessments and continuing education 
opportunities for public water systems and their staff.

What is the Illinois PWI Program?

Partnership between Illinois EPA Office of Energy, SEDAC, and 
IL Sustainable Technology Center



The Illinois EPA Public Water Infrastructure Energy Assessment 

Program helps municipalities reduce the cost of water and wastewater 

treatment.

How the Program Works

➢ NO-COST energy assessments and technical 

assistance

➢ Comprehensive report listing: 

• Cost of upgrades

• Estimated payback period 

• Any applicable incentives or funding 

opportunities

➢ Operator continuing education events

➢ Program participants are eligible for grant funding 

opportunities within 5yrs of assessment completion.

Funding provided in whole or in part by the Illinois EPA Office of Energy. This program is in 
partnership with the U.S. Dept. of Energy Sustainable Wastewater Infrastructure of the Future 
(SWIFT) Accelerator for energy efficiency in wastewater treatment.



Technical Assistance

We provide assistance with smaller projects, 

too!

• Help completing utility rebate & grant 

application forms

• Estimate potential savings for individual 

measures

• New project not in original report

• Small facility that can’t justify full on-site 

assessment 

• Updates to past reports with new information

• Updating benchmarking post implementation



• Plants served: 158 WWTPs, 43 PWSs

• 500 total recommendations, 39 implemented

• $4.2M identified savings, ~$0.45M implemented

• 40,000 MTCO2e identified emissions reductions, 

5,000 MTCO2e implemented

• Hosted 4 in-person workshops, 2 “field days”, 26 

training webinars, and created 1 research paper, 

15 publications, and 2 video case studies

• Partner with industry professionals, 

engineering firms, and operators to diversify 

training

Program Summary: 2017 - 2023



Overview of Funding Opportunities



Case Studies & Technical Articles



• Net-zero roadmaps

• Facility Assessments

• Technical Service
Climate 
Action 

Planning



Entities Reaching Net-Zero Emissions

• IGEN Net-Zero Collaborative

• IGEN = IL Green Economy Network

• Climate action planning for community colleges

• Goal to achieve net-zero emissions

• Cook County Forest Preserves

• Parks and support facilities in Cook County

• Goal to achieve net-zero emissions

• Illinois Dept. of Natural Resources

• State parks, historic sites, natural history museums, and support 
facilities

• Goal to achieve net-zero emissions



Resources for Climate Action Planning

Technical articles and 

informational pamphlets



Climate Action Reports



Carbon Neutrality Planning

Roadmap Project 

Prioritization

Impact 

Visualization



SEDAC 
Partnerships



• Partnered with Dept. 
of Commerce and 
Economic 
Opportunity

• Other Public 
Universities

Clean Energy 
Workforce



SEDAC’s Contributions

• RESEARCH!

• Skills and training inventory
• Identified 1,157 training programs for clean 

jobs

• In-demand clean energy jobs
• Built out prioritization of skillsets to train

• Challenges and barriers to equitable 
workforce opportunities

• Developed recommendations for collaboration 
between stakeholders

• Assisting with Program Launch

• Funding opportunity announcements

• Organization outreach



Workforce Program Resources

https://dceo.illinois.gov/climateand
equitablejobs.html 

https://dceo.illinois.gov/climateandequitablejobs.html
https://dceo.illinois.gov/climateandequitablejobs.html


• Partnered with IL 
Green Business 
Association 

Illinois Green 
Business 
Program



SEDAC’s Contributions

• Development of green business metrics

• Development of impact calculator for 

certification program

• Assessments & Report generation for IL 

businesses

• Energy use reduction

• Waste reduction

• Sustainable sourcing



• Partnered with 
• Blacks in Green

• Midwest Tribal Energy 
Resources Assoc.

• Black Environmental 
Leaders Assoc.

• Environmental Health Watch

• Univ. of Chicago School of 
Public Health

Thriving 
Communities 

Technical 
Assistance 

Centers



SEDAC’s Contributions

• Illinois participant intake for TCTAC in 

Region 5

• Serving as subject matter experts for 
program

• Grant writing assistance

• Energy conservation and impacts

• Publications

• Training

• Technical Assistance



• Partnered with Cook 
County and 360 
Energy GroupCook County 

Sun & Save



SEDAC’s Contributions

• Program administrative duties, including

• Vendor program certification

• Client application review

• Program development



Questions? 

sedac-info@illinois.edu

800-214-7954


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5: SEDAC Core Programs
	Slide 6: Energy Codes Program
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14: Public Water Infrastructure
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21: Climate Action Planning
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26: SEDAC Partnerships
	Slide 27: Clean Energy Workforce
	Slide 28
	Slide 29
	Slide 30: Illinois Green Business Program
	Slide 31
	Slide 32: Thriving Communities Technical Assistance Centers
	Slide 33
	Slide 34: Cook County Sun & Save
	Slide 35
	Slide 36

